APPENDIX-PATENTS

THE main purpose in preparing these lists of the patents of
George Westinghouse is to relieve the text of a great volume of
technical detail and to make that detail available to any one who
may wish to go deeper into the various subjects, now or in years
to come. Such deeper inquirers will be comparatively few, but
their investigations will be important in the study of certain arts.
Presumably the importance of these investigations will grow; cer-
tainly they will become more difficult as the years go on.

A chronological list is made and then group lists are given of
the most important or interesting patents in the various arts.
Under the designation of each patent the essential characteristics
are pointed out in a few words, and in the case of a few patents,
which had particular influence in their respective arts, a some-                    r>r

what fuller description is given. It is supposed that this treat-
ment will make the lists useful to the student of the evolution of
transportation and to the student of the manufacture of power,
and that material for such study will grow in value as time passes.

One immediate interest of the lists is that they show in detail
the working of an inventive mind and the fertility which pro-
duced a patentable invention every six weeks for forty-eight
years. Here and there a man has taken out more patents, bub
it is not probable that many men ever lived who have taken out
so many.

Another thing shown is the versatility, and another, perhaps
still more interesting, is that every one of Westinghouse's patents
is for something to be made in his own shops or used in his
own enterprises; not one was made to sell. A man so imagi-                    f||

native could have produced speculative patents with ease and                    I

without limit, but he always thought of himself as part of his
companies. He never thought of gain except through their
prosperity.

One finds, also, in examining these patents, that the Patent
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